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Fall-term thoughts...
Christopher J Tassava
How has the pandemic changed your daily life?
In small but important ways, from wearing makes and maintaining physical distance to feeling
unsure or uneasy in public places and forgetting that there was a time, not long ago, when we
didn't have to do any of those things!
What positive things or unexpected moments of joy have come out of this experience?
Ugh. None come to mind today, the day first years arrive for the 2020-2021 year.
What has been the hardest aspect of this experience?
Personally, seeing my teenage girls struggle through this alienating phase of their lives, when
everything is mediated by screens. More generally, watching our national leaders fumble the
response to the pandemic.
What are you nervous and/or excited about for the coming academic year?
Nervous: I hope to hell we don't have an outbreak of COVID here. I hope that the students can
follow the rules, to the best of their ability. Excited: at how well the college has responded.
What is something you think should be preserved in public memory about this time?
A) The quiet of life in Northfield since February. No Riverwalk, no bustling Saturday crowds, no
Defeat of Jesse James Days, no throngs of parents and students rolling back into town and onto
the campuses... It's sad and angering, because it could have been different. B) The signage about
masking that's up all over town and on campus. The physical-distancing Xs on the floor in public
places. Ubiquitous pump bottles of hand sanitizer.
What do you think we as a society should learn from this going forward?
How fragile our public health systems are, and how easily they can be ignored. How ignorant
and even stupid some people are when confronting a crisis.

